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Foreword From its very beginning, the science of learning has engaged educators and learners in
challenges that transcended disciplinary boundaries. The study of learning became interdisciplinary

for so many reasons: namely, that educators and learners were committed to discovering how
learning occurs in a world that is changing ever more rapidly. My early work on the science of

learning began with an interest in how people think about learning. I began to realize that the field of
learning was still in its infancy. When I made this realization, the key words were ‘debate’ and

‘controversy.’ I became convinced that the science of learning would be so advanced if we had the
opportunity to adopt diverse perspectives and employ creative thinking in the ongoing ‘debate’

about how learning happens. In order to address the challenges I perceived in the study of learning, I
entered college with the goal of earning a Ph.D. The possibility that my quest would lead to an early
demise, as I crossed the threshold of the college library, is evidenced by my standing just outside of
the library, as it appeared to my 18-year-old vision. The good news is that my late-adolescent self
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discovered that intellectual freedom is not only valued in the pursuit of knowledge, but that it also is
a key ingredient in the design of inquiry-based education. My goal was to encourage educators and
learners to become more intellectually self-reliant and to engage in active learning in the classroom

and the community. When I entered graduate school I encountered an academic discipline that
presented serious
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