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decided by the Supreme Judicial Court
of Massachusetts. The Court held that
the Town of Barnstable was not liable
to pay for the legal expenses of John
Allen, a selectman, after his election
was declared void, and that the judge
who declared the election void acted
improperly when he applied a statute
that did not provide for such relief.

Facts In 1799, Samuel Adams brought
John Allen, the incumbent selectman
and an opponent of Samuel Adams,

onto the town's Selectman's Court, and
challenged his right to hold office. At
the time, the selectman's court was the
town's principal law enforcement body.
The selectman's court upheld Samuel
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Adams' challenge. A challenge to the
court's ruling was brought before the
General Court. The Court upheld the
Town's ruling. Upon learning of the
decision, Allen challenged it in court
and, on April 25, 1801, an order was

entered declaring the selectman's court
judgment void and the original election

void. Both a Judge of the Superior
Court and the Supreme Judicial Court

declared the Election void. On April 26,
1801, the Supreme Judicial Court

issued a ruling that was unanimous in
finding that "no case has yet been

decided showing that the selectmen of a
town have the legal right to cause a man

to be a selectman although he was a
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duly elected one at the time of the
challenge; and that if the Selectmen,
while the election is challenged, (as it

was in this case) inflict corporal
punishment upon an electioneer, it

would be a most flagrant violation of
that right which the Town could not

claim, as being its own." The court also
unanimously decided that "the

selectmen have no legal claim to
prosecute the case as plaintiffs, but are
legally confined to standing upon the

question whether the court had
jurisdiction over the case, and to that
question the decided cases are also

unanimous." Legal analysis The court
found that Barnstable's town meeting
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was allowed to be held jointly with its
"selectmen's court" and that the town

meeting had the authority to
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(Mc1r-m1) by transgenic expression of
the melanocortin-1 receptor gene or of
the melanocyte-stimulating hormone
gene. The melanocortin-1 receptor

(MC1R) mediates the action of alpha-
melanocyte-stimulating hormone
(alphaMSH), a potent inhibitor of

melanogenesis. The MC1R is essential
for normal pigmentation and is also

involved in the determination of hair
color. In humans, an MC1R mutation

causes red hair. The molecular bases of
these deficits are as yet unknown. The

absence of an MC1R phenotype in both
mice and rats raises questions about the
usefulness of these models. To test the

hypothesis that the MC1R is required in
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other mammals, we generated
transgenic mice that express the MC1R
gene. The highest levels of MC1R RNA

were observed in skin, brain, and
pituitary. In mice carrying a Mc1r-m1

(an MC1R mutant) mutation, the
MC1R transgene (MC1R-Tg) rescued

the phenotype. Thus, ectopic expression
of the MC1R gene fully rescued the

Mc1r-m1 mutant phenotype. In
addition, the Mc1r-m1 gene product

appeared to exert a dominant negative
effect on the normal MC1R function.
These findings demonstrate that the
MC1R is required in mammals other
than humans and that the Mc1r-m1

mutation is lethal.Q: How to normalize
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