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dynamic-pressure-operated steering control system of a vehicle such as an automobile. Operation systems of a vehicle such as an automobile have heretofore been provided with a dynamic-pressure-operated steering control system that controls a steering operation based on a dynamic pressure acting on a vehicle body. One system of the dynamic-pressure-
operated steering control system is equipped with a hydraulic circuit that applies a predetermined hydraulic pressure to a control valve that controls a hydraulic pressure applied to a steering mechanism, and operates the steering mechanism based on the hydraulic pressure. A state where the steering wheel is not operating is called a steering-lock state. For

example, a dynamic-pressure-operated steering system may permit a steering wheel to be locked in the steering-lock state when a vehicle stops, a steering wheel is locked to control an anti-vehicle-theft function, or when any other condition is satisfied. JP-U-63-119736 discloses a device for detecting a steering-lock state in a hydraulic system that has a
pressure-operated steering mechanism. In the disclosed device, a pressure sensor is attached to a valve on a path between a reservoir and a pressure chamber, and is electrically connected to a controller that operates the valve based on the detection signal from the pressure sensor. The controller controls a current supplied to the solenoid of the valve,

based on an output from the pressure sensor. In the case of a normal steering operation, a current is supplied to the solenoid in the valve to open the valve, permitting a pressurized fluid to flow into the pressure chamber. When the valve is closed, the current is supplied to the solenoid to stop the supply of the current to the solenoid, and hence shut off the
valve. In the disclosed
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